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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M.. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, 

benefit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held 

on the first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club 

activities include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings 

to nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co Show Chairs  John Luhnow/Kenny Lam 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chairs  Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 

mailto:crlbrdly@yahoo.com
mailto:crlbrdly@yahoo.com


January 2010 Meeting -  
  

Friday January 15, 2010 7:00 P.M. 

Presidentôs Demonstration  

Herb Eisenberg 
  

During this monthôs demonstration, Herb will be creating a penjing. Pen-

jing is a Chinese art form that is a ñre-creation of the mystical beauty of 

natureò. It is composed of plants, rocks, soil and water. It traces its roots 

back to the Tang Dynasty (618-907). 
 

Our President, has been a member of Dai Ichi for 12 years and served on 

the Board of Directors in a variety of posi-

tions including: Librarian, Show Chair, 

Newsletter  Editor and 1st Vice President. 

Herb is a member of several other clubs in 

the South Bay and continues to study bon-

sai in formal classes and workshops. 
  

Beyond working on his bonsai and filling 

this newsletter with pithy and insightful 

articles, Herb is a person of many diverse 

interests. He is also a self-taught dentist 

and semi professional tap dancer. When 

not torturing little trees, he may be found 

wreaking havoc in the ocean on his surf 

board or taking long rides on his touring bike with his wife, Judy.    

  

 Make sure to join us for what will certainly be an interesting and 

informative evening. Also, please turn off all cell phones and pagers 

prior to the start of the meeting out of consideration for those members 

who may be using this opportunity to catch up on their sleep.  



 

So, another year begins and I wish you all a healthy, prosperous 

and satisfying year. Hopefully, your trees are thriving and en-

joying the brisk winter nights and alkaline-free rain water that 

they received in December. 
 

Looking at the ñState of the Club,ò I believe 2009 was a good 

year for Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai. We gradually added several new 

members and some of them are starting to take active roles in 

the management of Dai Ichi by accepting board positions. We 

had a full year of excellent programs and our Program chair, 

John Van de Wouw has made an excellent start on activities for 

2010 (see following page). Our May show was well attended 

and included many excellent bonsai.  Generally, feedback has 

been good on our new website and the on-line newsletter. We 

also had one of the largest and most successful Auctions in club 

history.  Financially, I believe Dai Ichi remains secure. 
 

Again this year, I would like us to focus on our core values 

which are that we are a family club, where everyone is wel-

come: beginners and experts, young and old and individuals of 

all backgrounds. Our goal is to promote the art of bonsai.  
 

As we look forward to the new year, I would like to thank all of 

those members who dedicate their personal time to support our 

club. In particular, I am very appreciative to our Board mem-

bers who volunteer many hours to create and conduct our pro-

grams and events. Finally, I want to thank my wife, Judy, who 

edits each of these newsletters and translates them from my na-

tive language (Illiterish)  into English.           

 

Happy Bonsai,   Herb 

Presidentės Message  
 

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai 2010 Calendar  
Several excellent programs have already been arranged for 
this year and more are being planned. 

January 15th  
 

__Herb Eisenberg__ 
(Penjing) 

July   11th 
 

Club Picnic  
(Bring a tree) 

February 19th  
 

__Hank Fawcett___ 
(Olive)  

August  20th  
 

___Interactive Demo  
(Club Members) 

March 19th  

 

__John van de Wouw___ 
(Juniper)  

September  17th  

 

    __TBD____                            
 

April 16th  

 

    Mel Ikeda  
 

October   15th 

 

Club Auction  

May  

Frank Goya    2nd      

Show (Saikei) 
 

             TBD         21st 
Meeting  

November  19th  

 

    __TBD____                            

 

June  18th 
 

    __TBD____                            

December   
 

No Meeting  



   Arbor Day Foundation  
 

òWe inspire people to plant treesò 

 
Do you ever find yourself asking:ñWhat kind of tree is 

that?ò 
 

The Arbor Day Foundation web site has a step by step guide to 

help answer this question. 
 

http://www.arborday.org/trees/whattree/WhatTree.cfm?ItemID=W6A 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the tree bear cones and 

have leaves that are needle -

like? 

Does the tree have leaves that 

are scale like and are usually 

evergreen? 

Does the tree have leaves that 

are flat and thin and usually 

shed annually? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

or 

or 



Next Monthõs Meeting - 
 

     Friday February 19, 2010   7:00 P.M.   

Hank Fawcett 

We are very pleased that Dai Ichi member, Hank Faw-

cett will be our demonstrator next month. Active in 

the bonsai community, Hank has held several board 

positions at Sansui-kai and his photographs are often 

featured in Golden Statements magazine. 
 

Hank will be working on an olive tree for his demon-

stration. 

Shig Miya Turns 88 

 

Dai Ichi Honorary member, 

Shig Miya whose tree graced 

our tokonoma at last yearôs 

show,  recently celebrated his 

lucky 88th birthday. 

 

Many of his students, and 

family were present at the 

celebration which took place 

during the annual Marina 

Bonsai Club annual Holiday Party. 

 



New Members  
 

Please remember that new members bring new ideas, 

new energy and reflect on the strength of our club. 

 

We should all make an extra effort to bring new mem-

bers to Dai Ichi, perhaps a neighbor, a friend or someone 

who has admired our bonsai collection would be inter-

ested. If you bring a new member, both you and they 

will receive 15 free raffle tickets for the nightly benefit 

drawing. 
 

Refreshments  

  

January     

 Reuben Espinosa 

 Neil Nguyen  

 

 February 

 Jonathan Nguyen 



For more information  

and to see photos in color visit us on the web at: 

http://daiichi -bonsai.com 

 

 

The tree is stripped, 

All color, fragrance gone, 

Yet already on the bough, 

Uncaring spring ! 

 
                  IKKYU  

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai 

24th Annual 

Bonsai Exhibit 

Serenity Through Bonsai 

May 1 & 2, 2010 

Ken Nakaoka Community Center 

1670 W. 162nd St., Gardena 



Bonsai-A-Thon XIV 2010 
Fundraiser For 

 

THE GSBF COLLECTION  

AT THE HUNTINGTON  
 

Saturday, February 27th & Sunday, February 28th 
 

The Huntington Library and Gardens ï 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino 
 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

10:00 ï Noon Demonstrations:         

          Initial training and  

          advanced techniques. 

          

11:30 ï 1:30   Lunch: Hotdogs and 

                        hamburgers available. 

 

1:00 ï 2:45     Demonstrations Con-

          tinue. 
 

3:00 ï 4:30     Raffle and Live Auc 

          tion:  

7:30 ï 9:30  Early Bird Registra   

  tion:  
                             Free pass to all of the 

                             Huntington Gardens; 

                             Pancake breakfast    

  available. 

10:00 ï 11:30       Dedication and Tour 

  of New 

                             Bonsai Courts: 
                             By Jim Folsom, Di-

  rector. 

8:00 ï 5:00           Bazaar and Bonsai 

   Exhibits:                      

For more information, contact Marge Blasingame: 626 579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net 

 

ñWinter Silhouettesò 
46 th   Annual Bonsai Exhibition  

Founded by Frank Fusaji Nagata  
 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  
JANUARY 16   & 17  , 2010  
10:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.  

 

AYRES HALL OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION  
ARBORETUM of LOS ANGELES COUNTY  

310 North Baldwin Avenue  
Arcadia, California  

 

Dai Ichi members are cordially invited to attend the reception on Saturday 
evening January 16, 2010.  There will be a three club bonsai competition 
between Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai, San Sui Kai, and the California Inland Empire 
Bonsai Society.  



Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai  
 

Membership Form 

 
           Mail membership form with your check (payable to Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai) to: 

 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Membership 

9615 Arkansas Street 

 Bellflower, CA 90706  

 

 ____Individual $15.00/year  ____ Family $25.00/year    ___ New Member 

 ____Renewal                          ____Replacement badge needed 

 
 
Name(s): __________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________ 

                __________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone: _______________            E-mail: _____________________ 

 

I heard about the club (circle one): ӟ  

 Daily Breeze 

 Gardena Valley News 

   Website 

 Other   

If you haven't already renewed your Dai Ichi  

Membership please take a moment to do it now!!  



Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai 
Gazette 

Club Meeting Friday January  15, 2010 

Presidentô s Demonstration 

Club Meeting Friday February 19, 2010 Hank Fawcett 

Club Meeting Friday March 19, 2010  John Van de Wouw 
 


